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It is not a mechanical horror againſt the name of a King, or of 
Ariſtocracy, nor a phyſical antipathy to the ſound of an ex- 
travagant title, or to the ſight of an innocent ribband, that 
can authoriſe a people to lay violent hands upon the Conſti- 
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have no doubt our citizeas will ra//y 
round the ftandard of Common Senſe.” 
Sir, I am ſomewhat at a lofs to determine, 


» from 
which it weuld be heretical to depart in one ſingle point. 
The expreſſions, indeed, imply more; they ſeem, 
Hke the Arabian prophet, to call upon all true believers 
in the Jam of democracy, to draw their ſwords, and, 
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But, Sir, when this right 
ſulleſt latitude, it muſt alſo be admitted, that it 
never to be exerciſed but in cafes of extreme 
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of their country upon the 


fiitution; when the glocious Congreſs of m 


year 1776. 


word with an idea affixed to it, had bern in uſe, 
underſtood, for centuri s beture that 


have conteadcd for tic liverty 
principles of the Engl n Con- 
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C 33 1 
which he denies his nation, which at the ſame time has 
a right to do every thing. Mr. Pain's ideas upon this 


to have be-n formed by a partial adoption 
of the principle upon which Rouſſeau founds the focial 


which cannot poſſibly be made by a r body, 
I ſhall not at preſent ſpend my time in ſhewing that 
this is neither practicable nor even true. 


I ſhall only obſcrre, that its operation would annihi- 
late in an inflant, all the power of the National Aſſem- 
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poſterity. It is not by ad the malignity of 
a political ſatyriſt, r 3 


the maxims cf truih er juſtice, or by magnifying. trĩ- 


Cracy, nor a — wo the und of an ex- 
travagant title, or to the fight of an innocent riband 
that Ei acti pops 10 ay ven ads wp 
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of flavery ; they are the tenets of the only genuine li- 
herty, which conſiſts in a mean equally diftant from the 
deſpotiſm of an individual, as of a millica. They are 
ſanctioned by our own uniform example, and will, I 
wait, never be departed from by the moſt enlighten- 


ed, end muſt virtuous people on the globe. For ſix- 


teen years the pecple of America endured a continual 
ſucceſſion of every indigni:y, which the pride of do- 
minion, the inſclence cf power, and the rapacity of 
avarice, could inflit upon them, before they could 
re ſolve to renounce an autlorit three thouſand miles 
diſtant from them; and even tuen, they were fo far 
trom thinking they Fad a right to do whatever they 
choſe, that by the very act which rencunced their con- 
rection with Great Britain they expoſed to the world 
their own fufferirgs, and the varicus acts of tyranny 
which had compelled chem * to 2cqueſce in the 
neceſſity which Ce-nounc:d the ſparation,” and 
« appealed to the Supreme Judge of the world for the 


refitiude of their intentions. No, Sir, the venerable 


character who drew up this declaration never could 
believe that the rights of a nation have no other limits 
than its powers. Since the Revolution, the people of 
the Uriced States have agam been compelled to form a 
natior al Government, and in its formation p 


in the ſame ſpirit. Ihe conſederation was found to- 


tally incompetent for the fes for which it was in- 
Itituted; not from an of the dclegated powers, in 
thoſe by whom 1288 1 ſcarce- 
ly any powers at been given. inefliciency 
of that fyſtem had long been fully demonſtrated, and 
R 8332 mans 
but in name, were upon the verge of general bank- 
ruptcy.— Their credit, funk he HE ebb, was 
upon the point of expiring, and their exhauſted treaſury 
gave perpetually the lie to their faith, ſo often 
and fo folemalyp' l. The ties of a com- 
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the partial commercial 
States. The revenue laws which had been enacted in 
ſeveral of the States were not able to ſupport their cre- 
dit, and yet were ſo unequal iu their that nu- 
merous bodies of men, in more than one of the States, 
appeared in rebellion againſi the mildeſt govern- 
S Inſtead of the 
ous reward which the people had for their 
in 
Dn eons 
was an empty name, and there was only 2 Govern- 
ment to be formed, the national Conſtitution was pre- 
ſented to the people of America * in their original cha- 
racer ;” and even then its exiſtence was to depend upon 
rhe iſe of nine State, that is vo thirds ofthe poop. 
Very forwnately it has at length been freely adopted 
ns on — 0 
which impeded the progreſs * 
and the various amendments, which, in many of 
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aſſent, Fwy Yared evidence, what a more than 
Herculean 3 
ple, upon any ſyſtem of whatever. mw 
Under the ſanction 
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' ſlaughter were upon the point 
een. 
had mitigated the ſeverity of a ſanguinary and tyrannical 
law of perſecution againſt the Roman Catholics. Should 
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directed the electrĩe fluid of this popular frenzy agamf 
the ancient fabric of their monarchy, They juſtly 
bs — baton, amo purchaſe too dearly the fail 

 porer in an individual, — N 


Cor; 
— — Is it clear that fo large a 
majority of the people of England have loft all their at- 
tachment to their as to inſure an acqut- 
eſeence in the meaſure the ? le it 


certain that one quarter ded ve we 
analt exconted by fach violence as that? 
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which are warranted by all the moſt ancient and mo 

authentic Engliſh hiſtorians, fully demonſtrates that th 

_ Engliſh Governmeat dil not originate in the Norman 
— If the ſucceiñon runs in the line of the 
conqueſt, 20 zatizz runs in the line of being conquered, 
and tought to reſcue itſelf from this reproach,” ſays Mr. 
Pain. The victory obtained at Haflings not being 
a victory over the uation callectively, but only over the 
perſon of Flarold, tie only right that the conqueror 
could pretend to acquire thereby, was the right to poſ- 
2 gland, not tu alter the nature of the 
Government,” ſays | Blackſtone, (t Comm. 199.) 
Upon a queſtion of fat relative to the I Conſtitu · 

tion, Blackſtone is, I believe, as 
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of accommodating the facts of hiſtory to 
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that a nation is to ſecure the protection | 
tics. —In this Commonwealth we have a Conſtitution, 
moſt parts of which are unalterable by our ordi 
Legiſlatures; it has exiſted but ten years: and al 
ready its operation has convinced us all, that ſeveral 
alterations in the ſyſtem would be highly expedient. 
— Our Leg:flative body would be fully competent to 
the purpoſe, ard, if they had the power, would rea- 
dily make ſuch alterations as might ſuit the conve- 
mence of ike people : but they have no authority to 
act in theſe cafes tor the benefit of the people; and as 
the inconveniences to which this inj:dicicus jealouſy 
has ſubjected us, are not at this tive of ſuch impor- 
tance, as to render the alterations of immediate or ab- 
ſolute neceſſity, we mult wait our appointed time, 
and patiently fubmit to the operation of bad laws, 
| becauſe we have not choſen to inveſt our Legiſlature 
with the power of making good ones. Let us not be 

ig] „ however, ſrom the puriuit of our com- 
mon intereſt by the words arbitrary power. Diſtri- 
bute the whole cf your power in fuck a manner, as 
will neceſſarily preven* any one man, or body of men, 

or _y_ combination of indlvidual intereſts, 
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it will not alvay upon your 
— Such is the poverty of all human la- 
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them to their Legiſlature. 
- + Put,” fays r. Pain, * there is a paradox in the 
idea of vitiatedbodies ing themſelves.” This 
upon the coincidence of the 
art which is to apply the reme- 
&y; for vale ch rere 
poſſibility of applying the power cf reformation, 
paradox ceaſes, and no more involves an abſurdity, 
than that a phyſician ſhould uſe his own preſcriptions to 
ure himſelf of a diforder. 
The very act by 22 
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